
     

 

 

 

 

Anti-roll bar set (pn 2278) 

Pontiac GTO  
 

 
 

Thank you for your purchase from our new line of GTO parts. 
Please call us at (877) 4NO-ROLL if you have any questions 

regarding the service or installation of your Hotchkis Performance products.   
Visit us online @ www.hotchkis.net  

 
Warning:  This installation should be performed by a trained professional.  The installation requires 

lowering of the front & rear cradle frame from the vehicle for swaybar removal and reinstallation. 
 

INSTALLATION OF HOTCHKIS FRONT SWAY BAR 

 
Tools Required for this Installation 
-  4 post lift or alignment rack with center jacks 
-  Transmission jack 
-  Pry bar 
-  The following sockets or wrenches: 6mm, 8mm, 13mm, 14mm, 18mm 
Tools to temporarily block/plug transmission cooling lines 
-  2 hose pinch-off pliers, 3/8ò hose (about 12ò long), 2 7/16ò bolts (about 1ò long) 
 
1)  Drive the car onto the 4-post lift or alignment rack and securely block the rear wheels. 
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2)  Remove the 4 bolts that secure the skid plate using a 13mm socket. 
 

 
 
3)  Next, disconnect the sway bar endlink from the bar using a 14mm socket or wrench 
 

  
 
4)  Support the cradle frame using a transmission jack.   
 



 
5)  You will now disconnect the cradle frame from the vehicle by removing the 2 front bolts and 2 rear bolts 

using a 16mm and 18mm socket respectively.   
 
 

 
 

 
6)  Slowly lower the transmission jack.  The cradle frame will lower about 3-4 inches in the front.  You do not 

have to worry about the cradle falling down since it is still connected to various other components e.g. 
control arms, engine/transmission etc.  It may be necessary to raise the front of the car at the outer jack 
points using your center jacks in order to gain more clearance between the cradle and the car. 

 
7)  At this point, you will need to disconnect the coolant/transmission line brackets from the front of the cradle 

frame using a 8mm socket.  There are 2 bolts on the driver side bracket and 1 bolt on the passenger side  
bracket.   

 
 



  
 
 
 
 

You will notice that the hard transmission lines lay on top of the coolant/transmission line bracket mounts.  
Make sure to move the transmission lines below the brackets.  This will allow the bar to pass through 
between the coolant lines on top and the transmission lines on the bottom. 

 

 
 

8)  This next step is where the messy stuff begins.  As you can see from looking at the stock sway bar location, 
the bar will not be able to slide out while the transmission lines are connected.  It will be required to 
disconnect the soft hoses from the hard lines.  There are 2 lines that will need to be disconnected and 
blocked/plugged temporarily.  To avoid spilling too much transmission fluid, use some hose pinch-off pliers 
to seal one soft hose at a time.  Prepare yourself with your 3/8ò hose and 7/16ò bolts. Use the other hose 
pinch-off pliers to clamp down the center of the 3/8ò hose.  Loosen the hose clamp using a 6mm socket.  



Then disconnect the soft hose from the hard line slowly.  Once disconnected, connect the one end of the 
3/8ò hose to the hard line.  Plug the soft transmission line with one of your 7/16ò bolts.  Once the bolt is in 
place you can release the pinch-off pliers from the soft transmission line.   

 

 
Now, clamp down on the other soft transmission line.  Loosen the hose clamp using a 6mm socket. Then 
disconnect the soft hose from the hard line slowly.  Once disconnected, connect the other end of the 3/8ò 
hose to the hard line.  Insert the 7/16ò bolt into the soft transmission line and release the pinch-off pliers.  
The end result should look like the following picture. 

 

  
 

9)  Before we can remove the sway bar from the vehicle, we need to disconnect the saddle brackets from the 
cradle.  Use a 13mm socket to remove the 2 nuts per side.  Once the bracket is out, remove the rubber 
bushing as well.  You may discard the bracket and the rubber bushing, but keep the nuts for reinstallation. 

 


